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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23 1(b)) 

2 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 

necessary to the claimed Invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a type of material: 

n a sequence listing 

□ lable(s) related to the sequence listing 
b format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 
c time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

U filed together with ihe international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

an In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is tdentical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 

1 t3 The following docunnent has not been furnished: 

El copy of Uie earlier application whose phority has been claimed (Rule 43bis^ and 66 7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier applicalion whose priority has been claimed {Rule 43te 1 and 66..7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim,. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2 U This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules ASbisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicaicd above is considered to be the relevant date 

3 Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fe/s,1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
mdustriai applicabiMty; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



3,6,8-10,13,16,19,21,24 
1,2,4,5,7,14,15,1 7,18,20 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



8,9 

3,6,10,13,16,19,21,24 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-24 



2 Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 
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Re Item V, 

1, The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US 5 798 631 A (SPEE ET AL) 25 August 1 998 (1 998-08-25) 

D2 : US 5225712 A (ERDMAN) 6 July 1993 (1993-07-06) 

D3 : WO 02/1 03879 A (ABB AB) 27 December 2002 (2002-1 2-27) 



2. INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1,14. 

2.1- The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) POT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT„ 
Document D1 discloses {column 2, line 65 - column 19, line 59; figures 1-18) 
a method for operating a frequency converter (26,32,38) of a generator (20) 
connected to a wind energy turbine, said converter having a generator-side AG/DC 
converter (26), a DC link (32) and a DC/AC grid-side converter (38), said method 
comprising the generation of reactive current to be supplied to the grid by 
controlling the frequency converter, when a substantial grid voltage drop arrives,, 

2.2. Same applies, mutatis mutandis, to the independent claim 14., 



3- INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1 0, 21 

3-1. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCX, because 
the subject matter of claim 10 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3)PC T for the following reasons: 

Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art 
to the subject matter of claim 10, discloses (column 2, line 65 - column 1 9, line 
59; figures 1 1 8) a method for operating a frequency converter of a generator 
connected to a wind energy turbine, the method comprising the generation of 
reactive current to be supplied to the grid by controlling the grid-side part of the 
frequency converter„ 

The subject-matter of independent claim 10 differs from the disclosure of D1 in 
that the generator is not in its operating state and the grid is in a substantially 
normal state. 
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The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 
how to inject reactive power into Ihe grid when the turbine generator is not in the 
operating state, when it supplies active power to the grid. 
This feature is described in document D2 (static VAR mode) as providing the 
same advantages as in the present application. The skilled person would therefore 
regard it as a normal option to include this feature in the frequency converter 
described in document D1 in order to solve the problem posed . 

3.2. Same applies, mutatis mutandis, to the independent claim 21 „ 

4, DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2 to 7 J 1 to 1 3, 1 5 to 20, 22 to 24.. 

The above mentioned claims do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, because their features have already been employed for 

the same purpose in a similar frequency converters, as follows: 

- concerning claims 3, 6, 10, 16, 19, 21 see document D2; 

- concerning claims 1 1 , 1 2, 22, 23 see document D1 ; 

- for claims 13 and 24 see document D3„ 

It would therefore be obvious to the person skilled in the art, to apply these features 
with corresponding effect to a frequency converter according to document D1 
thereby arriving at a frequency converter according to claims 2 to 7, 11 to 13, 15 
to 20, 22 to 24„ 

5, DEPENDENT CLAIMS 8 and 9. 

The combination of the features of dependent claims 8 and 9 is neither known 
from, nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 

6- OTHER IMPORTANT REMARKS 

Although claims 1 and 10, of one side, and claims 14 and 21 have been drafted as 
separate independent claims, they appear to relate effectively to the same subject- 
matter and to differ from each other only with regard to the definition of the subject- 
matter for which protection is sought and in respect of the terminology used for the 
features of that subject-matter. The aforementioned claims therefore lack 
conciseness and as such do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 
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